
86 Part I  •  Foundations of Criminal Justice

reported aggravated assaults, 44% of murders, and 45% of all the burglar-
ies committed in the United States were committed in that region. Also, 
42% of the property crimes were committed in the South.40 Figures 3.6b 
and 3.6c show snapshots of the way crime trends were distributed across 
the United States in 2012.

The phrase southern subculture of violence has been used to char-
acterize the higher crime rates found in the South. Those describing the 
southern subculture of violence suggest that southerners are socialized to 
accept, and use, violence in certain types of situations, particularly when 
the violence is perceived to help protect one’s honor. This explanation is 
potentially useful to help explain the higher rates of violence, but it seems to 
do little to explain the higher rates of property crime in the South.

An interesting study on the southern culture of violence was conducted by 
Richard Nisbett and Dov Cohen, who examined the topic from the perspective 
of a “culture of honor,” which they suggested prevailed in the South.41 Their 
research was rather innovative. In addition to surveying male research sub-
jects to see how they would respond to different insulting behaviors, including 
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southern subculture of 
violence: A phrase used to 
characterize the higher crime 
rate in the South, suggesting 
that southerners are socialized 
to accept, and use, violence in 
certain situations.


